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The Valley Economic
Development Center
(VEDC) hosted its 30th
Anniversary Gala at
Union Station on Friday,

November 3rd. The agency, which is the largest non-
profit business development agency in Los Angeles,
honored the late Robert Selleck, David Fleming,
Congressman Brad Sherman and the City ofLos
Angeles. Attendees at the event included,Los Angeles
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, Glendale Mayor Dave
Weaver, Los Angeles City Council members Alex
Padilla,Jan Perry, Wendy Greuel,Bernard Parks and
L.A.Council President Eric Garcetti.Also present were
Congress members Howard Berman & Lucille Roybal
Allard, Assembly members Paul Koretz,Lloyd Levine,
Jackie Goldberg and Cindy Montañez. Masters of
Ceremonies for the event were Vera Jimenez and John
Elliott from CBS 2 News.

With a focus on the San Fernando Valley and the City
of Los Angeles, VEDC provides financing, consulting
and training services out of7 offices. One of those is the Historic Downtown L.A.Retail Project,which,
in the past two years has helped many businesses in the area including Clifton's Cafeteria,the Broadway

Bar, the Golden Gopher and the 626 Reserve. The
agency also hosts one ofthe best performing SBA
Women's Business Centers in the Country and is
the largest direct community development financial
institution in Los Angeles, originating $20 million
in direct and guaranteed lending.

Last year, VEDC provided services for a total of
11,500 businesses and was responsible for over
$13 million in direct and guaranteed lending.
This resulted in the creation of over 600 jobs
and a total of327 new businesses.

VEDC’s logo lights the front of the
majestic, Downtown Union Station

From Left- L.A. City Council Members Jan Perry & Wendy Greuel, City Council President
Eric Garcetti, City Council Member Alex Padilla, Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa,
City Council Member Bernard Parks, VEDC President Roberto Barragan and VEDC Board
Chairman Mel Kohn 

CELEBRATION AND SPIRIT AT VEDC’S 30TH
ANNIVERSARY GALA

Wells Fargo Bank Platinum Sponsor 
(l to r) Vince Liuzzi, Market President,
Shelley Freeman, Regional President, and
Jerry Ruiz, Community Development Group



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mel Kohn, Chair 
Kirsch, Kohn & Bridge, LLP

Pegi Matsuda, Vice-Chair
San Fernando Valley Business Journal

Dutch Ross, Vice-Chair
Economic Resources Corporation

Scott Aney, Treasurer
Citibank

Lee Kanon Alpert
Alpert & Barr, APLC

Miguel De Leon
De Leon Enterprises

Lefky Therese Mansi
Wells Fargo Bank

John Marquis
Vallarta Supermarkets

Walter Mosher
Precision Dynamics Corporation

Nishen Radia
FocalPoint Partners

Marvin R. Selter 
CMS, Inc.

Don St. Clair
Woodbury University

Leandro Tyberg
Primestor Development

Francisco Uribe
Verizon

Keith Weaver
Sony Pictures Entertainment

VEDC Business Center /
Women’ s Business Center /

San Fernando V alley 
Financial Development Corporation
5121 Van Nuys Boulevard, 3rd Floor 

Van Nuys, California  91403
T: 818-907-9977  F: 818-907-9720

(WBC) T: 818-907-9922  F: 818-907-9720
(SFV-FDC) T: 818-205-1770  F: 818-205-1785

Valley Initiative for Business Exp ansion
12502 Van Nuys Boulevard, Suite 119 

Pacoima, California  91331
T: 818-834-0577  F: 818-834-1572

Northeast Los Angeles 
Business Assist ance Center
6000 York Boulevard, Suite C
Los Angeles, California  90042

T: 323-340-1525  F: 323-340-1925

Capit al Access Center /
Historic Downtown Ret ail Project

315 West 9th Street, Suite 501
Los Angeles, California 90015

(CAC) T: 213-488-1893  F: 213-430-0652
(Retail) T: 213-488-3599  F: 213-430-0652

Capit al Access Center /
Women’ s Business Center

330 North Brand Boulevard, Suite 190
Glendale, California 91203

T: 818-907-9977

San Fernando Learning Center
1240 Truman Street, Suite 150

San Fernando, California 91340
T: 818-837-3990  F: 818-837-3991

Panorama City Business Assist ance Center
8614 Van Nuys Boulevard, Suite B
Panorama City, California 91402

T: 818-830-2504  F: 818-830-9045

Pacoima Development Federal Credit Union
Main Branch

13168 Van Nuys Boulevard
Pacoima, California 91331

T: 818-899-8506  F: 818-899-8516

Pacoima Development Federal Credit Union
Lake View Terrace Branch

11954 Foothill Boulevard
Lake View Terrace, California 91342
T: 818-899-7300  F: 818-899-7355

Roberto Barragán , President
VEDC  818-907-9977 

www.vedc.org
info@vedc.org

Los Angeles Business Development Corp.

•  SBA Microloans: up to $35,000

•  Pacoima Microloan / Wells Fargo Fund:
$1,000 - $15,000 

•  USDA Revolving Loan Fund: $25,000 -  
$100,000

•  Arts Loan Fund: up to $50,000

•  Revolving Loan Fund: Direct Lending to     
$700,000

Capital Access Center

•  SBA 7(a) Loans: $35,000 - $2,000,000

•  SBA 504 Loans: up to $5,000,000

•  SBA Minority / Prequalification Lending:
up to $250,000

•  SBA Community Express: $5,000 - $100,000

•  Free Loan Packaging

SFV-FDC

•  State Loan Guarantees up to $1,000,000 

VEDC is a Certified Community Development
Financial Institution. 

•  City of Los Angeles: Historic Downtown Retail    
Project - Free consulting to any business 
wishing to locate or expand in Historic   
Downtown Los Angeles

•  Panorama City Business Assistance program:   
Funded by the City of Los Angeles Community 
Redevelopment Agency, the Panorama City  
Business Assistance Program offers free
business consulting services to retail
businesses in the Panorama City area.    
Services include business plan development,  
loan packaging and retail leasing issues

•  Retail Revitalization: A targeted effort to    
redevelop, revitalize and/or build property in 
blighted areas to improve the communities we 
serve

•  City of Los Angeles Microenterprise /  
Entrepreneurial Training Program (ETP)
A dynamic 8 hour course designed to   
help business owners’ kick-start growth     
& achieve success. 
Classes available in Spanish

•  San Fernando Learning Center in
partnership with Union Bank - providing   
essential computer training

•  Youth Entrepreneur Training Program

•  SBA Women’s Business Center

•  One-on-one professional consulting on 
business challenges, including 
expansion, finances, business planning 
& marketing

•  Business Resource Library
Open to the public M-F 8:30am - 5:00pm

FINANCING

RETAILTRAINING / CONSULTING

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

•  IDA Program: A program to help low income 
entrepreneurs save capital and receive a     
return on their savings, for investment into 
their business

•  Pacoima Development Federal Credit       
Union: A financial institution established by 
VEDC to meet the needs of low income
residents in Pacoima and surrounding areas

•  Pacoima Family Development Initiative: 
Funded by the Weingart Foundation and the    
Los Angeles Urban Funders, the Pacoima 
Family Development Initiative provides job 
placement and employment support services
to the residents of Pacoima

•  Valley Initiative for Business Expansion (VIBE):
A contract under the OCS’s Job Opportunities    
for Low-Income Individuals (JOLI) program that 
will bring businesses to the Northeast Valley

• Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA): In 4    
years, VEDC has helped residents receive over 
$1 million in income tax refunds 

To revitalize communities and create jobs for deserving residents by being the leading
provider of consulting, training, financing, and workforce solutions to local businesses.

VEDC is partially funded by the U.S. Small Business Administration. The support given by the U.S. SBAthrough such funding does not constitute an express
or implied endorsement of any of the cosponsors’or participants’opinions, findings, conclusions, recommendations, products or services. All of SBA’s programs
and services are extended to the public on a nondiscriminatory basis. Special arrangements for the handicapped will be made if requested in advance.

Websites:
www.vedc.org  •  www.trivalleyWBC.org  •  www.sfvfdc.org  •  www.downtownLAretail.com

www.pacoimadfcu.org  •  www.microloan.org  •  www.wheresthemoneyinLA.com  



CELEBRATING THE SPIRIT OF ENTREPRENEURSHIP

California Assembly Members Lloyd Levine, Paul
Koretz and Jackie Goldberg with Mel Kohn and
Roberto Barragan

City National Bank Vice President, Salvador
Mendoza and guests

(L to R)  U.S. Congress Member Howard Berman
with David Fleming, Martha Diaz Aszkenazy and
VICA Chairman Robert Scott

(L to R) Roberto Barragan with Glendale Mayor
Dave Weaver and Mel Kohn

Cathay Bank First Vice President/CCO, Mary
Grace Karonis and guests

Masters of Ceremonies CBS Newscasters
Vera Jimenez and John Elliott

WaMu Senior Vice President, Antonio
Manning (right) and guests

Roberto Barragan with U.S. Congress
Member Lucille Roybal Allard 

(L to R) Mel Kohn, VEDC Board Member Marvin
R. Selter, Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, VEDC
Board Member Lee Alpert and Roberto Barragan

Roberto Barragan and Mel Kohn with Billie Greer,
Director of Governor Schwarzenegger’s  Los
Angeles Office

(L to R) SFV-FDC Chairman Raul Bocanegra,
Roberto Barragan, Alex Padilla, Mel Kohn



THE EVENINGS HONOREES HONORARY DINNER
COMMITTEE

DINNER COMMITTEE
Lee Kanon Alpert, Co-Chair

Alpert & Barr, APLC

Shelley Freeman, Co-Chair
Wells Fargo Bank

Marvin R. Selter, Co-Chair
CMS, Inc.

Bruce Ackerman
Economic Alliance

Alberto Alvarado
U.S. Small Business Administration

Lisa Barrett
Citibank

Raul Bocanegra
San Fernando Valley Financial

Development Corporation, Chair

Todd Hollander
Cal National Bank

Mel Kohn
Kirsch, Kohn & Bridge CPA’s

Antonio Manning
Washington Mutual Bank

Pegi Matsuda
San Fernando Valley Business Journal

Marcia McAdams
HSBC Bank USA,

National Association

Salvador Mendoza
City National Bank

Darin Nishimura
First Federal Bank

Nishen Radia
FocalPoint Partners

Cesar Trelles
Union Bank of California

Francisco Uribe
Verizon

Irwin Wong
Cathay Bank

U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein

Congressmember Xavier Becerra
Congressmember Howard Berman
Congressmember Howard McKeon

Congressmember Lucille Roybal-Allard
Congressmember Brad Sherman
Congressmember Henry Waxman

Senator Richard Alarcón
Senator Jack Scott

Assemblymember Dario Frommer
Assemblymember Jackie Goldberg

Assemblymember Paul Koretz
Assemblymember Lloyd Levine

Assemblymember Cindy Montañez
Assemblymember Fran Pavley

Assemblymember Keith S. Richman
Assemblymember Sharon Runner
Assemblymember Audra Strickland
Supervisor Michael Antonovich, Sr.

Supervisor Yvonne Brathwaite Burke
Supervisor Gloria Molina

Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, City of Los Angeles

City Attorney Rockard J. Delgadillo
City Controller Laura Chick

Councilmember Tony Cardenas
Council President Eric Garcetti
Councilmember Wendy Greuel
Councilmember Janice Hahn
Councilmember Jose Huizar

Councilmember Tom LaBonge
Councilmember Alex Padilla

Councilmember Bernard Parks
Councilmember Ed P. Reyes
Councilmember Greig Smith
Councilmember Jack Weiss

Councilmember Herb J. Wesson, Jr.
Councilmember Dennis Zine

Mayor Todd Campbell, City of Burbank     
Mayor Jim Cohen, City of Hidden Hills

Mayor Nury Martinez, City of San Fernando
Mayor Dave Weaver, City of Glendale

Mel Kohn, Board Member Pegi Matsuda and
Roberto Barragan present U.S. Congressman Brad
Sherman with the Hero Award

Roberto Barragan, Mel Kohn and Raul Bocanegra
present the VEDC Business Alumni Award to the
owner of Looney Bins, Inc. Mayan Spaccarelli and
his wife Viviana

Mel Kohn and Roberto Barragan present the
Founder Award to the late Robert Selleck.
Accepting on his behalf were sons Dan and Bob
along with his widow, Martha Selleck

The City of Los Angeles was named winner of the
Investing in the Future Award. Roberto Barragan
and Mel Kohn presented the award to City Council
President Eric Garcetti and Council Member Wendy
Greuel

Roberto Barragan, Mel Kohn and Marvin Selter
present City National Bank Vice President of
Business Banking, Salvador Mendoza, with the
State Bank Partner Award

Mel Kohn and Roberto Barragan with Board
Member Nishen Radia (far right) present Wells
Fargo Bank Regional President Shelley Freeman
with the National Bank Partner Award

Citibank Executive Vice President Robert Phillips
with Mel Kohn and Roberto Barragan present the
Credit Union Partner Award to Wescom Credit
Union Vice President, Yesceni Ramirez 

Roberto Barragan, Mel Kohn and Lee Alpert
present the Entrepreneurial Vision Award to David
Fleming


